io4	THE AGE OF REASON
result he subsidized the native industry. The soundest eco-
nomic notion which he had was that land should be carefully
developed, so he spent much capital on drainage; and he con-
structed a useful canal, the Bromberg canal, connecting the
Vistula and the Oder. He did nothing for education, except
that he allowed Jesuits to remain in Prussia even after the
Society of Jesus had been dissolved by the Pope in 1773; the
Jesuits were always good schoolmasters.
He posed as a defender of the Empire and of its constitution,
but, as a matter of fact, he was one of the two men—Napoleon
was the other—who between them broke it up. He had respect
neither for the law of the Empire nor for the law of nations.
He participated in the Partition of Poland in 1772 (indeed, he
was the chief instigator of this), contrary to public law and
morality. His assault upon Austria in 1740 was a breach of
the peace of the Empire and a violent repudiation of its appel-
late courts. When he was able to keep Silesia as a result of
piratical war the Imperial system was turned into a meaning-
less form. Against Austria, the head of the Empire, he fought
three wars, the War of the Austrian Succession, 1740-48, the
Seven Years War, 1756-63, the War of the Bavarian Succes-
sion, 1778-79, two of which were unprovoked. The last
arose over Joseph IPs plan, with the consent of the Elector,
of incorporating Bavaria in Austria.
In 1785 Joseph II revived the plan, this time oifering
to make the Elector of Bavaria King of the (Austrian) Nether-
lands, in return for Bavaria, which was to be incorporated in
Austria. Frederick prevented this by inducing certain other
princes of the Empire to join with him in forming a Fxirstenbund,
a league of princes. The existence of such a league within the
Empire was really incompatible with -the maintenance of the
Imperial constitution. It was as inimical to the Empire as was
Mazarin's League of the Rhine (1659) or Napoleon's Con-
federation of the Rhine (1806).
Frederick's intense preoccupation with territorial annexa-
tion was not really in the interest of Prussia.   If Silesk
a substantial gain the disintegration of Poland (which he

